IMPERIAL SOCIETY OF TEACHERS OF DANCING 
PERFORMING AND TEACHING QUALIFICATIONS

TERTIARY LEVEL

The Imperial Society’s new qualifications are structured as following, in accordance with the QCA approved Dance Awarding Body, governing Europe and the UK.  There are six units to be completed.  At a tertiary level, the examinations culminate with the Advanced 2 Performers Diploma in all dance genres, and the Internationally recognized Certificate in Dance Education and Training.  These examinations are structured as follows:

TEACHING SKILLS
(UNIT 1)

1.  Observation and practice of learning techniques for children at Grade level 1-Intermediate in modern    

dance, classical ballet and tap.  The unit is assessed by evidence of observations,  feedback and
confirmation of satisfactory assessment by a signed tutor.  The dancer is required to observe class instruction with a view to identifying:

a) The level and structure of the class

b) Methods used to instruct the class and to pace activities

c) Motivational techniques used

d) Child reaction and progression

e) Methods of correction employed

f) Discuss class content and teaching methods used with the tutor and peer group

g) Discuss and practice learning techniques with the tutor and peer group

TEACHING THEORY

(UNIT 2 AND 3)

Promotion of Health and Safety (Unit 2)

Life Stage Development and Learning in Dance (Unit 3)

These two units are assessed via worksheets of assignments prepared and marked by external providers.  This can be assessed by any approved awarding body e.g. St Johns Ambulance Course (Unit 2)

Anatomy and Physiology recognized and approved course (Unit 3).  The course is devised over a 2-3 year period.  This could be shortened to 1 year if biology was taken at Grade 12 level.

DANCE PRACTICE
(UNITS 4 AND 5)

These two units are assessed by, and examined one at a time in the form of an oral / practical examination.  It is suggested that the Modern, Classical Dance and Tap commence at Grade 6 of Foundation Intermediate level (depending on the previous training of the student) and progress to Intermediate, Advanced 1 and Advanced 2 in all genres.  The Jazz Syllabus is also taught at tertiary level, culminating in the Gold medal.

Dance Practice within a Chosen Dance Genre (Unit 4)
The learner studies:

a) A specific dance syllabus of their present grade examination in an I.S.T.D. dance genre

b) The application of theory, technique, presentation and musicality within the syllabus

c) The arrangement of simple sequences of movement (Choreography)

d) The structure of the body and limitations on body movement to comply with the principles of safe dance movement\

e) Key stages in the physical and cognitive development in relation to dance technique

f) Technical specifications of the chosen dance genre, from Grade 1 up to the existing grade

g) Demonstration of musical awareness from Grade 1 up to the existing grade

Relationship Between Music and Dance

a) Music content of the set exercises in their specific Grade

b) Theory and value of musical time signatures

c) Differences between counts and bars of music

d) Application of counting, tonal quality and rhythmical phrasing

e) The use of the musical introduction

f) The use of time signatures and rhythms in relationship to individual steps and movements

g) Application and understanding of speed, pace, mood and rhythm to enhance and support dance technique.

h) Relevance of a-g, when associated with choreography

i) Application of choreographed movement and short dances from Grade 1 to the existing level.

Background to a Chosen Dance Genre (Unit 6)

a) History of Dance.  The course is arranged to cover a two or three year study period (see additional course information)

b) The dancer is required to select a person, company aspect of style of historical period, relating to the chosen dance genre and at the appropriate level of study.  They are then required to write an essay of 2000-2500 words to evaluate the impact of the chosen aspect on the historical development of the genre.  This may be evaluated internally or externally.

c) This is researched and studied in depth and the examination on the History of Western Dance (papers 1 and 2) completed.

International examiners from the Imperial Society of Teachers of Dancing, as well as local examiners evaluate the examinations annually.

Our graduates now dominate most areas of the Performing Arts industry, see additional information.  Full and further information concerning the ISTD, it’s history, faculties, dance genres and world wide representation etc can be obtained from the website www.istd.org.

